‘River Honey Creekshed Report

Watershed

Successes & Challenges Q@&  Coundil Livingston County

Successes www.hrwc.org/honeylivingston
1 The water quality of Honey Creek is very good, and
the aquatic life and istream habitat are highly diverse.
Large areas of wetlands and forest and natural lake
shorelines have helped make the creekshed one of the
healthiest in the Huron watershed.

Creekshed Profile

Honey Creek cuts its way through a glacial moraine and a valley of gravel and sandy soils. This geological setting aesulted i
creekshed covered by a mosaic of white and black oak forests and grassy oak barren ecosystems on the uplands, with large
tamarack swamps and wet prairies growing in |low areas. T|
around the Village of Pinckney. An earthern dam in Pinckney created a mill pond and a millrace. By2th weahtury,

Pinckney had become a bedroom community for the larger urban areas of Ann Arbor, Lansing, and Detroit.

1 1n 2009, the Village of Pinckney reconstructed several
streets and incorporated
nigues like bioinfiltration and porous pavement to infil-
trate more runoff into the groundwater.

Honey Creek is a branching stream with numerous tributaries and lakes. The main branch of Honey Creek flows for 11 miles,
starting in agricultural fields of Unadilla Township, eventually entering Putnam Township, the Pinckney Recreation Area, the
Village of Pinckney, and finally ending at Portage ldake
which is quite flat compared to the other tributaries to the Huron River, but there are particular areas of higher sloges. Th
are three main tributaries to Honey Creek. Hummocky Lick is a small creek that flows through a high quality fen system.
HRWC volunteers informally renamed this stream OoOHummocky
replace the official name, 0County Drain #7.06 The word H
grass and sedge bumps on the ground called hummocks. The other two major tributaries are unnamed. The center tributary
seen in the map below flows through multiple lakes and wetlands. There are 13 lakes in the Honey creekshed (open water >
l Honey Creekshed contains many unprotected natural X R TR 5 acres), and 12 ponds (open water < 5 acres). Most of the lakes and ponds have very natural lakeshores, with few houses
lands that could fall victim to development. Local gov- X | ‘ L/ T : built along the edges.
ernment and property owners alike should explore op- R :
tions to protect this natural land. It is these areas that The odamé at Mil I_ Pond i n Pinckney is now a steep slope made of concrete,

. . logs, and rocks. It drops about 3 vertical feet over 45 horizontal feet.
protect the high water quality of Honey Creek.

Challenges

9 Mill Pond Dam should be removed and Honey Creek
should be allowed to return to a free flowing stream.
The dam has been falling apart for years and there is a
chance that it could wash away and cause a flood for
homes, roads, and aquatic life downstream.

What you can do!
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At home

1 Have your septic system checked regularly. Leaking
septic systems can be a large source of phosphorus and
E. coli
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1 On residential and agricultural lands, maintain a 25
foot buffer of native plants between your yard and the
creek, ditches, and all water bodies.
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1 If you own property with a natural area, work with a
land conservancy to establish an easement to protect it
from future development.
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In your community
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1 Learn to identify environmental impairments like algal W S i
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up with HRWC when you see something wrong. Ko « 2% g iCleveland
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fUrge local community leaders to pass riparian buffer 8gle Maps ,,, ums Ohi
and other water quality and natural area protection
ordinances and policies to protect the watershed. ®  Monitoring sites for Aquatic Insects, Stream Habitat, and Stream Temperature

Like many small creeks, the amount of woody debris is Honey Creek is great O Monitoring site for Stream Flow, Phosphorus, Total Suspended Solid.. aof
for aquatic life but makes paddling the creek virtually impossible. Credit: Gra-
ham Battersby

Huron River Watershed Council, 1100 North Main Street, Ann Arbor, M| 48104, (734) 76923,



