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Creekshed Profile  

 

Woods Creek today flows through farms, wetlands, and large and medium yards, but 10,000 years ago it was under ancient 

Lake Erie.  As the Lake receded, it left behind a flat lake plain made up of clay and silt, with some sand and gravel areas 

downstream.  As settlers moved into the area, they named the stream Woods Creek, after the Wood family, because they 

held Van Buren Townshipõs first meeting in Matthew Woodõs home in 1827.  The name also fit the creekshedõs landscape of 

woodland swamps, most of which the settlers promptly cleared and drained to make way for farms. Woods Creek itself 

eventually became a county drain (Griggs Drain), but in 2008 members of Woods Creek Friends, a local citizens' watershed 

advocacy group, worked with HRWC and the Wayne Co. Dept. of Environment to reinstate the original name to reflect 

the clean, pleasant, pastoral setting the creek enjoys along much of its length. òGriggs Drainó is still the official name on 

maps and according to state and federal government.  

 

Woods Creek has 25 miles of branching stream channels, and drains 10 square miles of land.  From the highest headwater 

to the mouth, the creekõs elevation drops 86 feet.  The average slope is 12.5 feet per mile, making Woods Creek one of the 

flattest of creeks in the Huron Watershed (16 feet per mile is the average).  There is one unnamed lake (open water > 5 

acres) in the Woods creekshed, an impoundment created by a dam.  There are 4 ponds (open water < 5 acres) which ap-

pear to be artificial. The creekshed lies in several municipalities: Van Buren and Sumpter Townships, the City of Belleville, 

and Ypsilanti Township. 
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Successes and Challenges 

Successes 

¶  A local Woods Creek Friends group formed in 2007 

to assess and improve the quality of the Creek. The 

group established monitoring stations and achieved the 

renaming of the creek, among other achievements. 

¶ Woods Creek Friends, Van Buren Township and the 

Alliance of Downriver Watersheds planted and maintain 

a òGrow Zoneó along the creek in Lower Huron Metro-

park. The Grow Zone includes native plantings along 

the riparian zone of Woods Creek and provides a buffer 

to filter nutrients and pollutants.  

¶All local townships have stormwater ordinances to 

protect Woods Creek under future development. 

Sumpter Township passed ordinances to further protect 

creek wetlands, buffer zones and natural features. Ypsi-

lanti Township also protects wetlands and natural fea-

tures. 

¶ In 2000, Wayne County passed an On-Site Sewage 

Disposal System Evaluation & Maintenance Ordi-

nance that requires septic system inspection at time of 

sale and tank pumping. 

 

Challenges 

¶  The dam near the mouth of Woodõs Creek blocks 

fish passage in a location that could be spawning habitat 

for steelhead. Removing this dam would be good for the 

creek and the lower Huron River fishery. 

¶ Woods creekshedõs communities and residents must 

promote compact development and preserve natural 

areas.  It is extremely important to limit increases of 

impervious surfaces in order to maintain the creekõs 

integrity.  

¶  We need to reduce phosphorus runoff to Woodõs 

Creek. Likely sources of phosphorus are excessive ferti-

lizers in residential areas and agricultural application and 

stream bank erosion. 

 

 

Woods Creek as it flows through the Lower Huron Metropark.  In this sec-

tion, the banks are heavily fortified against erosion.  Credit: David Wilson 
 

What you can do!  

At home 

¶ If you live near a creek or intermittent stream leave a 

vegetated buffer strip adjacent to the waterwayñideally 

a suite of native plants, 50 feet wide.  

¶ Donõt use phosphorus fertilizer. State law prohibits 

application of phosphorus fertilizer without a soil test to 

prove that the phosphorus is needed. 

¶ If you have pets, clean up after them and dispose of 

their waste properly. Pet waste left on the ground can 

contribute bacteria to the stream. 

¶ If you own property with a natural area, work with a 

South East Land Conservancy to establish an easement 

to protect it from future development.  

¶ Install a raingarden, rainbarrels, and other methods 

which reduce runoff from your property. 

¶ Have your septic system checked regularly.  
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