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Creekshed Profile  

 

Swift Run runs along the Defiance Moraine, which marks the beginning of the ancient Lake Erie lake plain to the east. Before 

European settlement, the creek originated from a forested hardwood swamp, then flowed through oak hickory forest and 

oak barren landscapes before meeting the Huron River.  As Ann Arbor was founded, the Swift Run creekshed became an 

important residential and commercial area.  It now holds many well know locations, such as Arborland Mall, Washtenaw 

Community College, and Lillie Park. 

 

Swift Run is relatively small creekshed in the Huron. It begins in farm fields in Pittsfield Township, flows through the City of 

Ann Arborõs landfill, under the US 23 and Washtenaw Avenue interchange, and into South Pond before entering the Huron 

River at Gallup Pond. The creek falls primarily in the city of Ann Arbor, but several parts of the creekshed are in Pittsfield 

and Ann Arbor townships, and the very eastern edge of the creekshed is in Superior and Ypsilanti Townships.  

 

Swift Run is primarily a single channel, about 4.8 miles in length. Some of the channel does not have flowing water during dry 

weather.  The creekõs average slope is 17 feet per mile, which is average compared to the other tributaries to the Huron 

River (16 feet per mile is average). Haven Lake, a reclaimed gravel mine in Lillie Park, is the only lake in the creekshed (open 

water greater than 5 acres). There are 8 ponds (open water less than 5 acres), two of which are in line with Swift Run, close 

to where it passes under I-94 (they are too small to be seen on the map below). Several more of the ponds are located 

along Washtenaw Avenue in Ypsilanti, where they assist with stormwater retention. 
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Successes & Challenges 

Successes 

¶ In October 2014, HRWC launched a project with a 

state grant to work with the city of Ann Arbor, the Wa-

ter Resources Commissioner, and residents to install 

Green Infrastructure in a neighborhood to treat storm-

water. The project began in October 2014 and runs for 

3 years. 

 

¶Despite being a very urban creek, Swift Run does ben-

efit from Pittsfield Townshipõs foresight in creating the 

Pittsfield Preserve at its headwaters, as well as the 

townshipõs zoning of the area for agricultural preserva-

tion.  These protected forest and farm fields will allow 

the creek to  maintain its natural hydrology, especially if 

environmentally friendly farm practices are followed. 

Challenges 

¶ Swift Run is an urban creek.  Stormwater runoff from 

lawns, parking lots, and roads have created unstable 

water flow, E. Coli, phosphorus, conductivity, and habi-

tat problems. As a result, the biological community of 

the creek has suffered. 

¶ In order to maintain overall Huron watershed health, 

it is important to have urban areas like the City of Ann 

Arbor.  This will enable natural areas and rural lands 

across the Huron watershed to remain as open land, 

and therefore the overall Huron River will remain 

healthy.  However, this does mean that urban creeks, 

like Swift Run, have the burden of assimilating all the 

runoff and pollution associated with highly urban areas.  

Green Infrastructure like rain gardens, permeable pave-

ment, green roofs, and other elements are necessary to 

help the creek function. 

 

Upstream of US-23, Swift Run is ephemeralð the water only flows after a 

storm.  Credit: HRWC 
 

What you can do!  

At home 

¶ If you have pets, clean up after them and dispose of 

their waste properly. Pet waste left on the ground can 

contribute bacteria to the stream. 

¶  Donõt use phosphorus fertilizer. The City of Ann Ar-

bor law and Michigan State law prohibit application of 

phosphorus fertilizer without a soil test to prove that 

the phosphorus is needed. 

¶If you live adjacent to Swift Run, leave a vegetated buff-

er strip adjacent to the waterwayñideally a suite of 

native plants, 50 feet wide.  

¶ Minimize your turf lawn.  Instead, install a raingarden 

and plant deep rooted native plants, in order to reduce 

runoff from your property. 

¶ Money may be available to help residents in the Swift 

Run Creekshed install green infrastructure. For more 

details, contact Ric at HRWC (rlawson@hrwc.org)  

 

West Branch 

          Monitoring  sites for Aquatic Insects, Stream Habitat, and Stream Temperature           For more details on these parameters, please see inside. 
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Many areas on Swift Run are well shaded by overhanging vegetation. Credit: 

HRWC 


