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Participants of the Jan. 9, 2016 meeting looking at the map of Freedom

Township. Photo courtesy of Lon Nordeen

When we think of “the river” in the Manchester
Area, many of us think of the Raisin River, which is
natural as it runs through the Village on its way to
Lake Erie. But, much of Sharon and Freedom
Township actually belongs to the Huron River
Watershed. In fact, Pleasant Lake and Freedom
Township sit at the head waters of Mill Creek,
which feeds directly into the Huron River.

Parking lots and other paved surfaces that come
along with development of rural areas increase
runoff into the waterways. The runoff eventually
ends up in the lakes and rivers, causing multiple
environmental  problems  including  warmer
temperatures, drought and flood conditions,

sedimentation, and pollution.

Because 40% of Freedom’s Township’s current
open space is projected to be developed in the next
20 years, Freedom Township officials, residents, and
other area stakeholders attended a presentation and

planning session last month led by Kris Olsson,



Watershed Planner from the Huron River
Wiatershed Council, to discuss shaping future

development in Freedom Township.

Twenty-five attendees reviewed the area’s land
development history and were updated on its
current status. While Freedom Township has lost
50% of its wetlands since the 1800s, Olsson praised
the township for still having significant areas of
undeveloped land with 23% of intact natural land

(“bio-reserve” sites) and large areas of farmland.

“Currently, Pleasant Lake and its watershed are in
good condition,” she said. She noted that about 6%
of the natural area is publicly owned and the 2010
township census identified large areas of farmland,
about 500 single-family residences, and a

low density of industrial sites.

The group participated in an exercise where
together, they identified key open spaces, natural
areas and waterways throughout Freedom
Township. They then identified possible
interconnections that could provide a future link to
each of those areas. Olsson drew on a large mylar
sheet based on the group’s input, and began creating

« . »
a map known as a “green infrastructure map.

At Freedom Township’s February Board meeting,
Planning Commission Chair Larry Lindemann
reported that Olsson had finished the map and was
ready to come back to discuss future actions in April
or May. The Board asked to be present in addition

to Planning Commission.



L

Freedom’s ¥§
remaining g
natural
areas

[11iE ] Conservation and
Priority i Recreation Lands
D Lower

[ medium
I Highest

[ Field
Assessments in
Freedom

Doing
assessments
this summer

Map of Freedom Township showing natural areas the Huron River Watershed
Council has mapped and prioritized based on 15 ecological criteria. This was the
starting point for the mapping done at the workshop. Map courtesy of Huron
River Watershed Council.

Once Freedom Township has the map, they will
need to decide how best to use it. Olsson was very
clear that the Huron River Watershed Council is
not trying to stop development, but rather shape it
in a way that has the least negative environmental
impact on the watershed. This means encouraging
compact, walkable development in areas that already
have roads, water lines, and sewers, while
discouraging low-density, spread-out developments

in natural areas and on agricultural land.

The watershed council has created similar maps in
other Washtenaw County townships. In Webster,
Springfield and Ann Arbor Townships, the maps
have been incorporated into their township’s Master
Plans. Brighton Township has a “natural features
overlay” zone that includes extra requirements for

developments proposed within natural areas.



Although unassociated with the watershed
councils efforts, Scio Townships farmland
preservation program may provide a successful
model for shaping development. Scio’s Master Plan
includes a zoning category intended to protect
existing agricultural land which allows low density
development only when it is compatible with
existing agricultural operations. It also has created
“special planning areas” as focal points for the
community, where mixed use development is
encouraged. Surveys, workshops, hearings, and a
vote on a small millage ensured much public

participation in the creation of the plan.

Olson stated, “T'his meeting has generated great
interest among the residents and officials in the
township and we hope this will result in policy
enhancements to further protect their natural areas,
working lands, and waterways—including Pleasant
Lake. We hope other townships will see this as a
great example and will want to join Freedom
Township and look at their Green Infrastructure,

»

too.

The Watershed Council is currently pursuing
funding to create green infrastructure maps in three
more townships and hope to include Sharon

Township as one of them.

This planning session was run by in conjunction with
Freedom Townships Pleasant Lake Property Owners
Association (PLPOA) and Citizen’s Respecting Our
Waters (CROW). Green Infrastructure planning has



been developed to identify the Huron River watersheds
remaining ecologically valuable lands and support their
preservation. The goal is to maximize the effectiveness
of public and private land conservation efforts, and to
ensure land development occurs in concert with
conservation in mind. Huron River Watershed
Council’s conservation efforts are supported by grants

fram a variety of sources.

Jan. gth meeting at Freedom Township Hall. Photo courtesy of Lon Nordeen

Communities and Creeksheds




Map of the Huron River Watershed. Courtesy of the Huron River Watershed
Council.
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Stockwell’s

Catering and Dinner Tonight
Nightly Homemade Dinners, 4pm 7pm

Breakfast and Lunch at Kellies
Tuesday through Sunday 7am-2pm

114 and 108 Adrian Street  734-428-0121

Click to Visit Our Menu

(http://themanchestermirror.com/menus/stockwells/)

(> JACKSON TRIPPERS )

@ (517) 784-8908 or (800) 482-5761
visit us at www.mytrippers.com

- May 28-31 Grand Hotel - Memorial Day Weekend

*Feb. 6 “Women's Expo™ with breakfast and tour

- Feb. 11 “Sound of Music™ at Wharton Center, East Lansing

» Feb 20 “Yakety Yak” — show/turkey dinner

+» Mar. 10 “Jumpin’ Jubilee” with luncheon

+ Mar. 18 “Motown™ at Wharton Center, East Lansing

» Mar. 20 “Dancing in the Streets” — Fox Theatre

« April 10 “Piano Men™ — Elton John & Billy Joel Music

* June 17-23 New York City
* July 3-16 Alaska Land Tour & Cruise — Hurry!

PALM SPRINGS, CALIFORNIA
Last year 90 folks went to the warm, dry climate with us.
» Feb.-Mar. “Palm Springs, California™ — 2 weeks, 4 weeks or
6 weeks, group departures Feb. 9, Feb. 23 & Mar. 8

+ Aug. 4-13 “Glacier National Park™

+ Aug. 12-20 “Colorado Rockies Historic Trains”

- Sept. 10-18 “Cape Cod & Newport”

» Sept. 24 - Oct. 3 “Shades of Ireland™ with NCL, a few seats left
»Oct. 4-9 Albuquerque International Baloon Festival

+Oct. 29 - Nov. 5 *“Hawaii Fly/Cruise™ with NCL, a few seats left
S0 8800 0SSN SSSSSSBSRESSEBRSISSISRAEBDTRSREBSESEDS
EVERY TUESDAY AT 10:30 A.M. 412 W. PROSPECT
k THE NEw TRIPPER TRAVEL CENTER J

(http://mytrippers.com/trips/current-trip-sheet/)



1-800-449-5337 (JEEP)

—Lserr . poboagf Jeep B mam

www.oharachrysler.com

11171 W. Michigan Ave. Clinton, Ml 49236 Corner of M52 & US 12
"WE TREAT YOU LIKE YOU WANT TO BE TREATED"

“Your Hometown Dealer”

(http://'www.oharachrysler.com/)

A family fitness :f' 4 ;_i,

and wellness center ) ' A
for ages 12 and up! wﬁ:

‘JF’ELLNESS
A Service of 5 Healthy Towns Foundation CENTER

(http://manchesterwellness.org/?module=Home)

Manchester Pharmacy
128 E. Main
Manchester, M| 48158

Monday - Friday : 9:00 am - 7:00 pm Phone: 734-428-8303
Saturday: 9:00am - 3:00pm Fax: 734-428-0731

Prescriptions, Gifts, Candles, Durable Medical Equipment
www.hometownpharmacy.com/refills
manchester@hometownpharmacy.com

facebook.com/HometownPharmacyMI

(http://www.hometownpharmacy.com/)
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Manches!er Kiwanis 17th
“/ Annual Crazy Ca$h Night

March 5, 2016 207 Mhinenn S Legocy Event Center

FPrizes include Cash prizes paid
Flat Screen Televisions, including S250 for first
.-Iﬂllﬁl:;ll Gmk?ﬂ‘lr:r number deavwn, 55,000 for Last
Prodigy kayn number dravwn and over
exciting prizes with rafMes
all ) BIGRE RE S7.000 in other cash prizes!
5100 ricket includes dinner and dessert for two with
: a chanee to win $5.000 and other prizes,
Tickets available at Ash Auto, Community Resource Center

(http://www.manchestermi.org/fall-and-winter-events/)

AR,

" Repair With Pride

FREE Rotation with Oil Change

*Add a Brake Insp (Most) for $10 *
Call today 428-8568

(http://www.ashautollc.net/)



L&W Group Metal Stamping
NOW HIRING!

Die Makers
Press Operators
Production Operators

Direct hire - Pay based on experience
Full and Part Time / All Shifts Available
Medical * Dental *+ Vision * 401k * Vacation

! L&W Engineering @Q EE

Belleville, MI Dundee, Ml

%AYTEC, LLC
Milan, Ml

Please send resumes to
applyLWG@Iw-grp.com
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