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Tamarack Larix laricina
Description
Tamarack is found only in the northern Midwest states in peatlands and
various other open wet areas including swamps, bogs, and shores. It is
generally low in abundance within its current US range. Tamarack is a
very shade intolerant, fast growing, and short lived species. It tolerates both
acidic and basic soil conditions (bogs and fens). It is a pioneer of cold, open,
wet areas where there is little competition.
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Change Maps for Tamarack1
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Abundance change maps for tamarack showing current (1961-1990) range and importance of the species and predicted future (2071-2100) range and importance
using an average of three low emissions climate models. The Importance Value ranges from 0 to 100 and gives a measure of the abundance of the species.

Implications of Climate Change
As a primarily wetland species, tamarack will decline as
summers dry and warm. Models predict an almost total loss
of this species from the US due to climate change. In the
Huron River Watershed, declines in this species could prove
an indicator of developing stresses on its associated ecosystems. Tamarack may survive in this area in very moist soils as
a landscape planting.

Natural Communities Associations2
Canopy dominant in rich tamarack swamp and prairie fen.
Canopy associate in southern hardwood swamps and bogs.
Vulnerability of Natural Communities3
As wetland communities that typically occur in isolated
patches of unique conditions, each of the natural communities in which tamarack occurs, has a high vulnerability to
climate change both due to altered hydrology and limited
dispersal potential.
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