
Hay Creek  

  
www.hrwc.org/hay 

Hay Creek flows south out of the Brighton State Rec-

reation Area (5000 acres of rolling hills interspersed 

with many lakes and trails), enters Bass Lake, and then 

flows to Gallagher Lake, which is a lake in the Huron 

River.                                                                

 

Brighton State Rec area and other undeveloped public 

land in the upper portions of the watershed are one of 

the main reasons the Huron River remains clean and 

healthy throughout much of its run.  HRWC has found that Hay Creek consis-

tently supports sensitive insect families, which are a sign of healthy and thriving 

ecosystems.  However, as the Hay creekshed becomes developed as a residential 

area for commuters, the quality of the creek could decline because of the added 

pollution and disturbances to the natural water flow patterns.   Eight percent of 

the creekshed currently is covered by impervious surface, which is where creeks 

start to see negative effects on the habitat, insect, and fish populations. 
 

Letõs keep the Hay creekshed covered with as much natural land as possible!             

Huron River Watershed Council, 1100 North Main Street, Ann Arbor, MI 48104, (734) 769-5123 
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Blue Tractorõs  

Hay Creek Rye Ale  
 

www.bluetractor.net   

  

Head Brewer Tim Schmidt has brewed up a Hay Creek Rye Ale. This light, refresh-

ing ale is brewed with barley and rye, hopped lightly using Centennial hops and 

spiced with orange peel, lemon peel, and coriander.  The Centennial hops provide a 

light-medium bodied flavor with a slight hoppy bitterness. At 5.5% alcohol by vol-

ume, it should be a fantastically drinkable summer brew!  

 

 

Tim moved to Ann Arbor in 2005 and started assistant brewing in 2007 at Grizzly 

Peak with Duncan Williams. Tim attended the Siebel World Brewing Academy in 

Chicago in 2007 & 2008, and became the Head Brewer at Blue Tractor in 2008. Tim 

enjoys the small brewing system at Blue Tractor as it allows him to brew and tweak 

his batches weekly. 

  

Tim Schmidt brewing the beer for Blue Tractor 

Blue Tractor BBQ & Brewery, 207 E Washington, Ann Arbor, MI, 48104  
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