A HURON RIVER

RENAISSANCE
Turning our communities
toward the river to transform
the Huron River corridor
into a premier destination in
Michigan and the Great Lakes.

Contents

6
Learn about the ambitious renaissance
underway for Michigan’s Huron
River. Sparked by the conservation
ethic of the “Dean of the House”,
Congressman John Dingell’s charge
to the environmental and business
communities to restore the river and
revitalize our communities is being
answered by a powerhouse coalition.

8
The Huron River
er
is one of the
most popular
ar
paddling and
fly-fishing rivers in
the state, and home to the
busiest livery in Michigan. Investing in
river recreation will generate positive
economic impacts for our river towns,
bring more residents and tourists to
the Huron, and help make this river a
Great Lakes destination.

12
Good news! The Huron
River is the cleanest urban
river in Michigan’s Lower
Peninsula. But urban rivers have their
challenges and that’s where the unique
public-private partnership of RiverUp!
can step in to improve the ecological
health of the river by remediating
legacy pollution sites, returning some
of the river’s natural flow regime and
restoring natural shorelines.

14

16
We threw a big party on
the banks of the Huron
River and 150 river friends
came to learn about the first year
projects and vision for this Huron
River renaissance. We have big plans,
tremendous enthusiasm, and a river
that’s worth protecting. How can you
join us? There’s plenty of room in this
boat for everyone.

A Huron River that’s cleaner and more
enjoyable to fish, swim and paddle
demands river communities that
embrace their spot on a Michigan
natural treasure. Transforming the river
corridor in our communities means
linking them via trails (be they water,
land or art), natural areas and vital
downtowns. We’re starting with Ann
Arbor and Ypsilanti, and building from
there all along the river.
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RiverUp! A Huron River Renaissance

Message

The Huron River Watershed Council (HRWC) is partnering with the National Wildlife
Federation’s Great Lakes Office (NWF), the Michigan League of Conservation Voters
and the Wolfpack to spark a river renaissance, known as RiverUp! RiverUp! is a plan
for the Huron River’s future - a strategy to realize the goal of a vibrant, robust and
fully restored river as a destination for residents and tourists.

LAURA RUBIN

LISA WOZNIAK

ANDY BUCHSBAUM

ELIZABETH RIGGS

The Huron River watershed is a natural treasure. The Huron River meanders
through remnant forests, agricultural areas, and a complex series of wetlands,
lakes, and urban environments before flowing into the western basin of Lake
Erie. The watershed (908 mi2) is home to a half million people, supplies drinking
water to over 150,000 people, supports one of Michigan’s finest smallmouth bass
fisheries, and is the only designated Scenic River in southeastern Michigan. The
watershed contains two-thirds of this area’s public recreation lands, and is home
to numerous threatened and endangered plant and animal species and habitat
types. All of this speaks highly to the health and the fragility of this special area,
and the need for additional stakeholder involvement.
RiverUp! presents a unique opportunity to leverage numerous groups’ strengths
and resources to advance the considerable work that’s already being done for
the Huron. HRWC works creatively and cooperatively to tackle river protection.
HRWC monitors the Huron River, its tributaries, lakes, and groundwater, and directs
multiple programs addressing pollution prevention and abatement, wetland
and floodplain protection, citizen education, and natural resource and landuse
planning. The Michigan League of Conservation Voters works to influence better
legislation at the State level and NWF provides the context for the issues and
the impact on the Great Lakes. NWF also brings a coalition of 60 business and
community leaders and organizations to the project, the Wolfpack. The respective
staff and board expertise and know-how results in a very effective partnership that
gets things done.
We are proud of the first year of progress made on numerous RiverUp!
projects up and down the river. These efforts include clean-ups of contaminated
properties, easements and trail development, portage improvements, economic
development opportunities such as restaurants, liveries, and redevelopment, and
water trail marketing. This progress is made possible through diverse partnerships
with business leaders, downtown development authorities, recreational
enthusiasts, state and local legislators, local government planners and staff, artists,
and historians. We hope you will find inspiration in this project and an area where
you can get involved.
See you on the river,
Laura, Lisa, Andy, and Elizabeth

w w w.riveruphuron.org
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Testimonials

C

ongressman John D. Dingell sounded the clarion call to create a Huron
River renaissance, and some great organizational minds, as well as experts
in river ecology and sustainability, have risen to the occasion. People like
Dr. Thomas Buhr, John Carver, Steve Hamp, Jerry Jung and Mariam Noland.

Our rivers provide so many benefits to our communities.
I am happy to be a part of cleaning up Southeast Michigan
waterways and pleased to see partnerships of communities
and organizations developing plans and projects to enhance
the quality of living for our residents by preserving the
natural benefits our waterways provide.
The RiverUp! Project will ensure the Huron
River can be enjoyed for many generations
to come by investing in recreation, improving
the ecological health of the Huron River,
and making the river part of a community
experience all the way from Milford to Flat
Rock.

JERRY JUNG
Chairman of the board of the Michigan
Department of Transportation and a
supporter of RiverUp!
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CONGRESSMAN
JOHN DINGELL

Some people see projects such as
the restoration of the Huron River
as being at odds with economic
development. The opposite is true,
talented employees drive economic growth
and these are the same people who want their
families to live in a clean attractive environment
with plentiful recreational opportunities.

RiverUp! A Huron River Renaissance

The public-private partnership working
to make the Huron River a destination
for all, both residents and tourists,
brings together real commitment and the ability
to get things done.
MARIAM C. NOLAND
President, Community Foundation
for Southeast Michigan

RiverUp! is all about communities
celebrating what we share
and wish to significantly improve—our
beloved Huron River.
STEVE HAMP
Former President, The Henry Ford
Currently, Principle, Hamp Advisors

I think this river is as important as the
Au Sable or the coastal waters of our country.
I am delighted to see that we are taking the next step to
nurture and value this river.
DR. THOMAS BUHR
Anglers of the Au Sable and river
conservation expert with over fifty years
experience on the Huron

Terrific to see Ann Arbor
becoming more aware that
A River Runs Through It!
JOHN CARVER
Co-founder of NWF’s President’s Council,
Michigan LCV and the Wolfpack

w w w.riveruphuron.org
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The initiative to rejuvenate the Huron River and its communities
began when Congressman John Dingell sounded the call to spark
a river renaissance.
In the not-too-distant past, Congressman Dingell and conservation leaders
gathered on the observation deck of the Detroit River International Wildlife Refuge
to discuss the challenges and opportunities facing the Huron River. That day, the
Congressman issued a challenge to the business and environmental communities
to restore the river and revitalize our cities.
Historically, the river was used primarily for
transportation, industry and waste disposal.
Unsurprisingly, communities along the Huron
literally turned away from it. Now it’s time to do the
hard work of restoring the river. We need to look
toward this incredible asset and reestablish it as
the indispensable and irreplaceable center of our
communities’ lives.
Cognizant of the need to act, and responding to
Congressman Dingell’s call for the development
and implementation of a substantive plan for the
Huron River’s future, a core group of community
and business leaders formulated a strategy to
realize the goal of a vibrant, robust and fully
restored river—a destination for both nearby
residents and vacationing tourists. Ambitious yet
achievable, it has broad implications, from rural
agricultural communities to urban manufacturing
centers. RiverUp! was conceived.
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The goal of RiverUp! is the renaissance of the
104-mile Huron River healthy and restored, a
destination for both residents and tourists on
vacation. The river communities encompass
vibrant towns like Milford, Ann Arbor, Ypsilanti and
Flat Rock, and rural agricultural communities as
well as urban manufacturing centers. This breadth
and diversity can be a source of great strength and
sustainability.
The long-term plan encompasses three
broad objectives: Fix Up! Invest in recreation
infrastructure. Clean Up! Improve the ecological
health of the Huron River. Build Up! Transform
the Huron River corridor by turning the face of
our communities toward the river and making
the Huron River a premier destination for people
throughout Michigan, the Great Lakes, and across
the country.

RiverUp! A Huron River Renaissance
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RiverUp! is part of a community movement
to embrace and celebrate the assets of
the Huron River for the benefit of local
economies and residents, and conservation
of our shared natural heritage. This
CLINTON
renaissance for the river
builds on exciting
riverfront projects underway
by our
MACOMB
partners who are improving and creating
recreation opportunities for residents and
tourists (map). There’s lots going on!

Trail connection from Hudson Mills
Metropark to Village of Dexter

LAKE ST. CLAIR

Trail connection from Village
of Dexter to Dexter-Huron
ROUGE

Island Park canoe and kayak landing

Mill Creek park creation
in Village of Dexter

Gallup Livery
Whitewater pools at Argo

ON

Superior Dam canoe and kayak portage

Trail connection at Michigan
Avenue bridge

Amenities at French Landing Park

Ford Lake rowing boathouse

Lower Huron Metropark canoe and kayak landing/launch

Michigan Memorial Park trailhead

Humbug Marsh

RAISIN

Linked Greenway Trail at Huroc Park
OTTAWA-STONY

3 Facets of RiverUp!

FixUp!

CleanUp!

BuildUp!

Invest in River Recreation

Improve the Ecological Health
of the Huron River

Transform the
Huron River Corridor

w w w.riveruphuron.org
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FixUp!

INVEST IN
RECREATION

Photo by Tom Hawley

Canoeing, kayaking, rowing, biking, walking, swimming and fishing are just a
few of the pursuits people enjoy along the Huron. The Huron has long been a
place for recreation, but much can be done to increase access to the riverfront
for passive use and improve access and passages for paddlers. City, county
and metropolitan agencies have developed extensive park systems that
provide access and venues for these activities and plans are in the works for
more, such as additional greenways to provide trails for walkers and bicyclists.
RiverUp! will enhance these projects and create additional ones from Milford
through Ypsilanti to Flat Rock.

2011 Accomplishments
The planning and building of the Huron River Water Trail has been the
primary vehicle for investing in river recreation during this first year.

SSite Improvements
An inventory of existing water trail infrastructure examined the condition
o access sites, signage, portages, camping spots, lodging, and amenities that
of
include bathrooms, parking, picnic tables, and lockers. While some of the 32
in
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THE GOALS OF THE HURON RIVER WATER TRAIL ARE TO
•

Stimulate local economies

•

Improve recreational access and opportunities

•

Encourage physical activity

•

Improve community pride and encourage
partnerships and collaboration

•

Make rivers and communities healthier

•

Highlight cultural and historical significance
SUPERIOR DAM IN SUPERIOR TOWNSHIP

access points and 14 portages need little improvement,
others are unsafe or difficult to access. Improvement plans
were developed for several sites through the combined
efforts of working group members and community
partners. Scope of work has been delineated at the
portages of Superior Dam in Superior Township, Ford Lake
Dam in Ypsilanti Charter Township, French Landing Dam in
Van Buren Charter Township, and Flat Rock Dam in the City
of Flat Rock, and the river access at Island Park in the City
of Ann Arbor.
The infrastructure gap analysis for the Huron River
Water Trail (HRWT) is a work in progress and many
other projects will be tackled in the next few years. A
complete inventory can be requested by contacting
eriggs@hrwc.org.
RiverUp! focused its first portage improvements on the
neglected Superior Dam portage between Ann Arbor
and Ypsilanti. Landscape architects with SmithGroupJJR
designed a more accessible landing with a pier, a more
sheltered put-in and a stabilized foot path. These
improvements along with new signage will be made in
spring 2012.

River Communities Step Up
The palpable enthusiasm of paddlers and river
communities enabled many accomplishments. Much
of the work was driven by three working groups and a
steering committee, all facilitated by HRWC and RiverUp!.
Four river communities stepped forward to serve as
“Keystone Communities” on the new water trail where
the trail concept will first be realized. Milford, Dexter,
Ann Arbor and Flat Rock are excited about becoming trail
towns along the river and are committing local resources
to identify needs and opportunities across all four
communities. Some of their Downtown Development
Authorities passed resolutions to demonstrate their
support.
Project components this year comprised an inventory
of river access points, a gap analysis of infrastructure
needs, logo development and creation of a branding
piece, standard signage for trail marking, and a website

The Vision of the
Huron River Water Trail:
The Huron River Water Trail reconnects individuals,
families, and communities to the river and to the
river’s recreational, economic, ecological, historic,
and cultural values. The water trail is a focal point
for recreational activities while boosting local
economies and adding a richness and breadth to
historical and cultural events along the river.

(www.huronriverwatertrail.org) with interactive maps,
recommended trips, and a forum for paddlers.
With the river traversing state land, regional park
authority land, five counties, and 24 cities, village and
townships, the need to work with partners is evident.
Water Trail partners like the Huron-Clinton Metropolitan
Authority are incorporating the Water Trail in the
Metroparks on the Huron River. For example, a launch at
Lower Huron Metropark was improved this year to include
the new Water Trail logo on signs and designs were shared
of the project to assist other partners with their projects.
More collaborations like this one are planned as the Huron
River Water Trail is built.
Bringing more paddlers and other river enthusiasts to
the Huron River via the Water Trail is expected to generate
positive economic impacts for river communities.
Participation in paddlesports is growing according to
the Outdoor Recreation Industry. Great Lakes residents
comprise 20.5% of canoeists and 14% of kayakers. The
Huron River already is one of the most popular rivers in
Michigan for paddling and home to the largest livery in
the state, Ann Arbor. Spending for equipment, restaurants
and lodging is typical as paddlers take advantage of day
or overnight trips. Case studies in Wisconsin and Michigan
show local businesses benefit from water trails, with
paddlers spending over $1.2 million on one river in rural
southwest Wisconsin alone.

w w w.huronriver water trail.org
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FixUp!
Priorities for 2012-2014
In the next few years, the HRWT will move from the
Planning and Branding Phase to the Implementation Phase.
Public-private partnerships are being sought to fund the
priority projects listed here and the others on the complete
inventory list.

Physical Improvements
Portage of Superior Dam
Install dock at take-out, grade take-out and put-in
areas, extend footpath to more sheltered put-in, grade
and stabilize footpath and cover with gravel, add
signage. Work is slated for Spring 2012.
Sponsors: Dr. Thomas Buhr and John Carver
Partners involved: City of Ann Arbor; St. Joseph Mercy
Hospital; Superior Township; DTE; HRWT volunteers
Island Park Access
Island Park, located within the City of Ann Arbor park
system, is a small island and linear park immediately
opposite Fuller Park. Island Park contains picnic
shelters, trails and footbridges spanning the river
in two locations. On the north banks of the river, a
“social” landing has existed for several years and is in
disrepair (including river bank failure). This site is in
need of a more clearly defined and functional landing
that prevents additional bank erosion and provides a
safer location for paddlers to access the park and river.
RiverUp! has consulted with the landscape architecture
planning and design firm of SmithGroupJJR to arrive at
a proposed landing/launch and requisite materials and
labor.
Partners involved: City of Ann Arbor, HRWT volunteers
Portage of Ford Lake Dam
A site review of this location shows that the current
portage locations should remain with improvements
to the launch and landing that create defined areas
for paddlers that improve accessibility and protect
paddlers from wave action. New signage and an
improved footpath also are needed.
Partners involved: Ypsilanti Charter Township; HRWT
volunteers
Portage of French Landing Dam
A site review of this location shows that the current
portage (river right) is difficult, not well-marked and
exposes paddlers to unsafe current. Options for
moving the portage to river left are being pursued
with the local government and private property
owners. Moving the portage would take advantage
THE NEGLECTED LAUNCH AT SUPERIOR DAM
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HURON RIVER WATER TRAIL: SUPERIOR PORTAGE IMPROVEMENTS

of the local park where a take-out is in place, along
with services such as parking, bathrooms, and
picnic tables. Access to private property needs to be
worked out.
Partners involved: Van Buren Charter Township,
Huron-Clinton Metropolitan Authority; HRWT
volunteers
Portage of Flat Rock Dam
This notoriously difficult portage has been reviewed
several times in recent history to find better access
for paddlers than the current path through locked
gates at Flat Rock Metals. A site review for the HRWT
identifies options on river left and river right, both of
which will be presented to stakeholders in 2012 with
an eye toward resolving access and safety at this
most downstream dam.
Partners involved: City of Flat Rock; HuronClinton Metropolitan Authority; Downriver Linked
Greenways Initiative; Flat Rock Metals

the website. One noteworthy event in 2012 is the
bicentennial of the War of 1812, which involves
downriver areas of the river and will provide a highprofile venue for promoting the Water Trail.
HRWT Vision Map and Trip Maps:
7-8 full-color segment maps provide segment
mileage and overview; water type and paddle
duration; best season and current direction; putins, take-outs and portages; services and camping
information; and hazards and other warnings.
Local businesses that cater to paddlers and river
recreationists have the opportunity to advertise in
the trip maps.
Enhanced Website
With river trip video footage and development of
mobile travel guide application software
Partners involved: HRWT partner organizations and
volunteers; Google

Marketing and Educational Materials

HRWT Program Staff

HRWT Guidebook:

Dedicated staff members are needed, work with
partners, volunteers, and funders, guide direction of trail
development, and oversee trail improvements.

Official guidebook to the Huron River Water Trail
with narrative about physical, cultural, and historical
aspects of the trail and detailed profiles of each
segment and professional photography. Historians
and natural areas interpreters are lending their
efforts to the Water Trail by compiling the locations
and events of historical and cultural significance
along the river. The information will be used in a
forthcoming guidebook, paddle route maps, and
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CleanUp!

our hopes and aspirations for the Huron River depend on its ecological health. For
RiverUp!, that means cleaning up historically contaminated areas and pollution
hotspots and restoring more natural shorelines and river flows. Remediating
legacy pollution sites requires public-private partnerships and creative funding
mechanisms. A return to natural shorelines and river flows results from better management of
dams, removal of some dams, and clearing impediments to free-flowing water. A more natural
flow to the river along its 100+ miles improves viewsheds, waterfront parks, wildlife corridors and,
ultimately, human interaction with the river itself.

2011 Accomplishments
RiverUp! has engaged the imaginations of residents
in Ann Arbor and Ypsilanti through the re-envisioning
of two industrial riverfront properties.

Turn-around in Ann Arbor
RiverUp! and the Wolfpack have brought together
the City of Ann Arbor and DTE to discuss transforming
the DTE site on the Huron River into a public-private
partnership that includes a park and a river-friendly
commercial establishment. Clean-up and restoration
of this coal gasification site just below Argo Dam is
underway and will revitalize this area and improve the
ecology of the river environs. DTE, in partnership with
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RiverUp!, developed a clean-up strategy with costs and
have begun to explore a post-cleanup vision for the
property.

Turn-around in Ypsilanti
RiverUp! is assisting in the revitalization of Ypsilanti
where city meets river. In partnership with the City,
Washtenaw County and local business community,
Wolfpack members Ray Pittman and Jerry Jung are
leading the efforts of RiverUp! Ypsilanti to reclaim
a clean urban river and make it a driver of local
economic development and recreation opportunities.
Recent and expected redevelopment of existing
sites along the Huron River creates an opportunity to
tie riverbank stabilization with redevelopment. City

RiverUp! A Huron River Renaissance

leaders are pursuing development of a River Preservation
District and RiverUp! is helping them get there with
an assessment of steep slopes along the riverbanks
and a design charrette for riverfront parks and trail
linkages between city parks and to neighboring park
and trail systems. These efforts tie into the plans for a
County recreation center at Michigan Avenue next to
the river that will connect to the Border to Border trail,
further turning the city to face the river. An engineering
feasibility study of bypass options of I-94 at the Huron
River was funded through RiverUp! to find the best
option to connect existing nonmotorized transportation
between the two Ypsilantis.

Restoring Flows through Improved Dam Management
The Michigan section of the American Society of
Civil Engineers (ASCE) recently gave the state’s dam
infrastructure a “D” grade. This outdated network
includes abandoned dams, dams that no longer serve
their intended purpose, and dams that pose safety
hazards and alter stream flows. Under HRWC’s leadership,
Michigan river and conservation groups came together to
discuss how to create a better dam program in Michigan.
The recommendations are summarized in a report
“Re*Envisioning Dam Management in Michigan” available
at www.hrwc.org/restoringriverflows. Following release
of the report, HRWC partnered with a team of state
environmental and conservation organizations to reach
out to DNR and DEQ leaders, the governor, department
division officials and key staff to build support for
implementing key recommendations. A statewide dam
inventory and prioritization model is being developed
along with education materials for small dam owners and
Michigan residents.

Priorities for 2012-2014
RiverUp! will continue to work with our partners on
the properties in Ann Arbor and Ypsilanti. RiverUp!
will monitor the clean-up of the contaminated soils at
the DTE property that is slated for 2012 and advocate
for a post-cleanup concept for the area that will turn
Ann Arbor to face the Huron River through river-based
recreation, cultural events, and local commerce.
In Ypsilanti, RiverUp! will work with local business, the
City of Ypsilanti, Washtenaw County Parks & Recreation,
and Friends of the Border to Border Trail to move forward
the elements necessary for revitalizing the riverfront
parks in the City.
·

Secure public and private funds to make
improvements at Peninsular Dam Park, Riverside
Park, Frog Island Park, Waterworks Park

GALLUP PARK LIVERY, PHOTOGRAPHER BRYAN MITCHELL

·

Make a win-win for the township and city by
combining compost operations at the new
township facility, and making room at Waterworks
Park for playing fields and community priorities
from design charrettes

·

Support partners connecting non-motorized trails
through the City

Investing in Gallup Park
In Ann Arbor, RiverUp! will work with the City of Ann
Arbor to clean up Geddes Pond at Gallup Park, arguably
the centerpiece of the city’s park system. Dixboro Dam
creates Geddes Pond on the Huron River where hundreds
of thousands of residents and visitors enjoy paddling,
fishing and walking the riverfront trails, part of the Border
to Border trail network. Over time the pond has filled
with nuisance plants and sediment. Geddes Pond is
choked with nuisance plants at the livery that decrease
the aesthetic beauty of the park and challenge paddlers
using the livery. RiverUp! will fundraise to pay for the
dredging of Geddes Pond in coordination with the livery
and park improvements the City is planning with a grant
from the Michigan Natural Resource Trust Fund.
Partner: City of Ann Arbor, Wolfpack, private and family
foundations

w w w.riveruphuron.org
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BuildUp!

“VASE” BY ARTIST WILLIAM DENNISUK
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In order to transform the Huron River corridor into a
destination location for people beyond our immediate
area, communities along the river need to face toward
the riverfront and not away from it. It’s imperative that
public and private institutions literally face the Huron
and make it an essential part of community experience.
One way of achieving this vision is to develop the Huron
River corridor into the 100-mile Huron River Water Trail
(see FixUp! section). Imagine spending several days
staying at B & Bs, dining at waterfront restaurants,
visiting local museums and attending music festivals
and art fairs. When combined with a robust higher
education environment, including a world-class
university, the rich talent pool it attracts could be a
powerful stimulus to our regional economy. It pays to
RiverUp!

2011 Accomplishments
Connecting Blueways and Greenways

VIEW OF DEPOT TOWN, YPSILANTI

RiverUp! worked closely with partners committed
to linking our river communities by a network of trails,
natural areas, and vital downtowns. The Water to Spring
Streets initiative in Ypsilanti has focused the energies
of eastern Washtenaw County community leaders for
the makings of a successful private-public partnership.
Connecting the Border to Border Trail through the city,
revitalizing Waterworks Park, and improving the city’s
other parks got off to a great start.
Downtown Development Authorities of Huron River
communities like Milford, Dexter and Flat Rock stated
their commitment to making the river a featured
highlight of their plans and through serving as keystone
communities for the Huron River Water Trail. In Dexter,
the community is building on the 2008 reconnection
of Mill Creek to the Huron River from the removal of
the Mill Pond dam; the creation of Dexter’s “central
park” at Mill Creek Park will serve as a popular gateway
to the village for both residents and tourists. Natural
and man-made whitewater features in Dexter and Ann
Arbor, respectively, are bringing kayakers to the Huron
River from all over the Lower Peninsula and Northwest
Ohio. Finally, the post-cleanup vision for the former coal
gasification property in Ann Arbor includes a public
park with paddling access and a riverfront restaurant.

Art on the River
Artists and art enthusiasts gathered to conceive the
new “Art on the River” program of RiverUp! The goal of
the program is to promote the concept and installation
of art along the river and contribute to the sense of

place throughout the watershed. Through RiverUp!,
HRWC is working with restoration and improvement
sites along the river to facilitate the process of art
installation.

Priorities for 2012-2014
RiverUp! will work to secure funding for Art on the
River with a proposal to the National Endowment for
the Arts, among others.
All along the Huron, river towns are investing in
parks that touch the river. The park improvements
demonstrate our region’s commitment to connecting
residents and visitors to the river and maintaining
green infrastructure that offers unique recreation
opportunities and protects river health. The map on
page 7 shows the many park improvements happening
or slated for the near future.
RiverUp! is part of a community movement to
embrace and celebrate the assets of the Huron River
for the benefit of local economies and residents, and
conservation of our shared natural heritage. This
renaissance for the river builds on exciting riverfront
projects underway by our partners who are improving
and creating recreation opportunities for residents and
tourists. There’s lots going on!

w w w.riveruphuron.org

15

16

RiverUp! A Huron River Renaissance

Friends of the Huron River gathered
on its banks on a perfect August day
to kick off a river renaissance.

w w w.riveruphuron.org
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RIVER CAMPERS SHARE THEIR FAVORITE MOMENTS ON THE HURON.

“ Webuiltourrivertownstoback
uptotheHurontoshieldourselves
fromthelegacyofneglect,whenthe
river’sprimarypurposewastoconvey
waste.ThroughRiverUp!,ourtowns
areembracingtheriverforrecreation
and economic growth. ”
- LAURA RUBIN

August 16, 2011 – At an event in Island Park, Ann
Arbor, a diverse and powerful coalition of business
and community leaders today launched RiverUp!, an
ambitious project to rejuvenate the Huron River and the
economies of the communities that depend on it.
“Today it is my distinct honor to join this group of
leaders to formally launch RiverUp!,” said Congressman
Dingell, “an effort to turn the face of Ann Arbor, Ypsilanti
and other communities back toward the glorious Huron
River, to restore the river and revitalize our cities.” The
RiverUp! coalition today unveiled plans for improved
portages, river cleanups, and restoration of key
locations in river, including:
Superior Dam Portage:
The initiative has already begun improvements
for the portage. Construction plans are finalized,
the necessary permits have been obtained, and
private donors are funding construction.
Ypsilanti Revitalization:
RiverUp! is working with local government
partners to connect Ford Lake to the biking/
walking trail in Ypsilanti along the Huron River as
it flows under I-94 and among the city riverfront
parks.
Huron River Water Trail:
This project, begun by HRWC, would make the
river a major recreation attraction by enabling
paddlers, bicyclists and others to travel the length
of the river, stopping at local establishments for
lodging, dining, and cultural attractions.
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Photos courtesy of Michigan League of Conservation Voters

Photo by HRWC

COMMUNITY LEADERS LEARN ABOUT PORTAGE UPGRADES
PLANNED AT SUPERIOR DAM.

CONGRESSMAN DINGELL GREETS EUNICE BURNS, HRWC BOARD MEMBER.

“The Huron River is a wonderful place for
walking, biking, kayaking, fishing, and other
recreation,” said Ann Arbor Mayor John Hieftje
at today’s event. “But we’d like to see it be
even more, a place for music and art and even
a restaurant facing the river. It is time for our
communities to turn their face to the river, our
greatest natural feature.”
150 people attended the press event to hear
from Congressman Dingell, John Hieftje, Jerry
Jung, Tom Woiwode, Tom Buhr, and Laura Rubin.
Ann Arbor canoe campers talked about why they
like the Huron River (including “because I just like
doing lots of stuff on it”). 35 community leaders
also joined the morning bus tour of RiverUp!
efforts in Ann Arbor and Ypsilanti to build canoe
and kayak portages, reclaim old industrial
properties, and shape a Huron River Water Trail.
A Twitter stream, short video, and photos of
the launch captured the energy of the event.
Local and national (USA Today and the AP
wire) media outlets spread the good news
story via radio, television, and print and online
newspapers.

THE JAY STIELSTRA TRIO
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THE ANN ARBOR YMCA YOUTH VOLUNTEER CORPS
HELPED CLEAN UP ON THE HURON RIVER WATER TRAIL

RiverUp! will not happen overnight. We have
no illusions about the breadth and scope of this
endeavor. 17th century angler Isaac Walton wrote,
“Rivers are made for wise people to contemplate and
for fools to pass without consideration.” Let us be wise
in our stewardship of this precious resource. Please
join us in this effort, and help carry toward fruition a
project vital to us all.

Many hands are needed to turn around a river and
its communities. Get involved with RiverUp! through
one of the volunteer opportunities
Contact RiverUp! Manager Elizabeth Riggs,
eriggs@hrwc.org, 734.769.5123 x608 to discuss project
needs and your interests. Donations also can be made
online at www.riveruphuron.org or
www.huronriverwatertrail.org.

Financial support for future project planning and
implementation, branding and marketing, and related
events will be valuable to the success of RiverUp!.
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RiverUp! A Huron River Renaissance

Photo courtesy of HCMA

RECREATIONAL FISHING IN THE HURON RIVERS

THE HURON RIVER IS A POPULAR DESITINATION
FOR RECREATIONAL ANGLERS

VOLUNTEERS ENGAGED IN STREAMBANK STABILIZATION ALONG
THE RIVER (FORD LAKE) IN YPSILANTI

SKETCH OF MILL CREEK PARK IN DEXTER
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Huron River by Barbara Eckstein

In 1965 the Huron River Watershed Council (HRWC) was formed and has been working creatively
and cooperatively to tackle a wide variety of issues facing the basin. HRWC was instrumental in the
passage of several of Michigan’s wetland and water quality protection statutes, and in passage of State
Natural River designation for the Huron. Today, HRWC runs the State’s premier volunteer monitoring
program, implements an award-winning mass-media watershed education strategy, reduces pollution
new and old, and directs numerous watershed management plans for protection and restoration efforts.
HRWC is partnering with the National Wildlife Federation’s Great Lakes Office, and Michigan League of
Conservation Voters, and the Wolfpack to spark a river renaissance, known as RiverUp! RiverUp! is a plan
for the Huron River’s future--a strategy to realize the goal of a vibrant, robust and fully restored river – a
destination for residents and tourists.

