FOS 1
PHYSICAL ASSESSMENT

Recorder:__________________
____
Stream Section:________________ 
Date:__________
Creek Observations
Please make the following observations about the creek.  Place a check mark in the space where appropriate.   

Water Characteristics
1. Water appearance:

___Clear   

___Turbid             
___Orange

___Milky   

___Dark brown         
___Greenish

___Foamy   

___Oily sheen         
___Other

2. Water odor:

___Sewage   

___Fishy             
___None

___Chlorine   

___Rotten eggs        
___Other

Nearby Land Use:(within about 1/4 mile of the site)

Check “1” if present,“2” if clearly having an impact on the stream.

Residential

1 
2 

___
___ 
Housing

___
___ 
Lawns

___
___ 
Commercial/institutional

Roads
1 
2 

___
___ 
Paved roads or bridges

___
___ 
Unpaved roads

Construction underway on:

1 
2 

___
___ 
Housing development

___
___ 
Commercial development

___
___ 
Road bridge construction/repair

Agricultural

1 
2 

___
___ 
Grazing land

___
___ 
Cropland

Recreation

1 
2 

___
___ 
Golfing

___
___ 
Swimming/fishing/canoeing

___
___ 
Hiking/paths

Habitat Charts:

Circle the ranking number that best describes your section of the stream and place the score in the blank provided.

Bank Vegetation Chart

	Ranking
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Description
	More than 90% of stream surrounded by natural vegetation (trees, shrubs, etc.)
	70-90% of stream surrounded by natural vegetation (trees, shrubs, etc.)
	50-70% of stream surrounded by natural vegetation (trees, shrubs, etc.)
	Less than 50% of stream surrounded by natural vegetation (trees, shrubs, etc.)


Score:_____________

Bank Erosion Chart

	Ranking
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Description
	Bank stable, no evidence of erosion or bank failure
	Moderately stable, small areas of erosion
	Moderately unstable, up to 60% of bank sites have areas of erosion
	Unstable, many eroded areas.  60-100% of bank area is bare of vegetation.


Score:_____________

Flow Pattern Chart

	Ranking
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Description
	Slow deep (pools)

Slow shallow

Fast deep

And 

Fast Shallow

areas present 
	3 of the 4 conditions are present.  Fast generally dominates
	Only 2 of the 4 conditions are present 
	There is no fast water.  Only slow water is present.


Score:_____________

Embededdness Chart

	Ranking
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Description
	Fine sediment surrounds and fills 0-25% of the spaces between rocks. 
	Fine sediment surrounds and fills 25-50% of the spaces between rocks.
	Fine sediment surrounds and fills 50-75% of the spaces between rocks.
	Fine sediment surrounds and fills 75-100% of the spaces between rocks.


Score:_____________

TOTAL SCORE: _________________

To find the percentage (relative health) of the creek based on the observations we made, use the equation below:



Total Score x 100%  = 




16

Final Percentage:____________  

Is this a good score?
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