Huron River Water Trail Trip Description

Portage Lake (Mile 69.3) — Flat water option, not on Water Trail

Launch at the Michigan Department of Natural Resources launch on McGregor Road. Paddle around
(Big) Portage Lake with the option to enter Little Portage Lake.

TRIP DESCRIPTION:

This pear shaped lake is the last in a chain of lakes on the Huron River and is located in both Washtenaw
and Livingston counties. Though Portage Lake is not included as part of the Huron River Water Trail
route, it does provide a flat-water paddling experience. Public access to the lake is available at the
Michigan Department of Natural Resources ramp located on McGregor Road just north of Dexter
Pinckney Road.

During weekends in the summer months, the parking lot fills very early in the day. There are
approximately 21 parking spaces available. When the parking is full, the ramp generally becomes gated
to bar additional entry.

This hard surface launch is geared more towards motor-boats, but you can launch a canoe here. The
public access ramp is located on a short channel with a moderate current. Strong paddling may be
required to clear the channel (about 100 feet) into the lake.

MDNR Launch at Portage Lake. Photo credit: sailmichigan.org

While paddling on the lake, be aware of motorized boats and sailboats. Also, paddling may be difficult
when brisk winds sweep across the lake. You can paddle along the western shore to seek inlet to Little
Portage Lake, by crossing under Dexter-Pinckney Road.
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MDNR Map of Big Portage Lake:
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