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PurposesPurposesPurposesPurposes

•• Setting the Stage: Why are we doing this?Setting the Stage: Why are we doing this?
•• History of the Bolt decisionHistory of the Bolt decisionHistory of the Bolt decisionHistory of the Bolt decision
•• Summary of the stormwater utility billSummary of the stormwater utility bill



Why is SEMCOG involved?Why is SEMCOG involved?Why is SEMCOG involved?Why is SEMCOG involved?

•• StormwaterStormwater issue to our 160 plus issue to our 160 plus 
membersmembers

•• StormwaterStormwater servicesservices
StormwaterStormwater Pollution Prevention PlanPollution Prevention Plan–– StormwaterStormwater Pollution Prevention PlanPollution Prevention Plan

–– StormwaterStormwater AuditAudit
–– Green Infrastructure PresentationsGreen Infrastructure Presentations
–– Site analysisSite analysis



Why is SEMCOG involved?Why is SEMCOG involved?Why is SEMCOG involved?Why is SEMCOG involved?

•• Investment in legislation is twoInvestment in legislation is two--fold:fold:
–– More stringent requirements are comingMore stringent requirements are comingg q gg q g
–– Inability to pay out of general fundInability to pay out of general fund



Description of the ProblemDescription of the Problem
Fi l t i dFi l t i d

T bl P t V l R l D ll

Fiscal resources constrained, Fiscal resources constrained, 
not temporarynot temporary
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Description of the ProblemDescription of the Problem
Fi l t i dFi l t i d

T bl P t V l R l D ll

Fiscal resources constrained, Fiscal resources constrained, 
not temporarynot temporary
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• 2.7% annual inflation
• Annual growth in property
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Description of the ProblemDescription of the Problempp
What’s our future???What’s our future???

T bl P t V l C t t D ll (2000)
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Bolt HistoryBolt HistoryBolt HistoryBolt History

•• 1998 Michigan Supreme Court Decision1998 Michigan Supreme Court Decision
•• Characteristics of fee v taxCharacteristics of fee v taxCharacteristics of fee v. taxCharacteristics of fee v. tax

–– RegulatoryRegulatory
P ti lP ti l–– ProportionalProportional

–– VoluntaryVoluntary



StormwaterStormwater Utility Draft BillUtility Draft Billyy
Regulatory PurposeRegulatory Purpose

The fee must serve a regulatory purpose The fee must serve a regulatory purpose 
rather than a revenue raising purpose.rather than a revenue raising purpose.g p pg p p

D ft Bill i l dD ft Bill i l dDraft Bill includes:Draft Bill includes:
•• Findings section includes need for local Findings section includes need for local 

governments to manage governments to manage stormwaterstormwater for for 
water quality protection of public health, water quality protection of public health, q y p pq y p p
safety, and welfare. safety, and welfare. 



Stormwater Utility Draft BillStormwater Utility Draft Billyy
ProportionateProportionate

Fee must be proportionate to costs of serviceFee must be proportionate to costs of service

Draft Bill includes:Draft Bill includes:
•• The management of The management of stormwaterstormwater through through 

established calculationsestablished calculations
–– 5 different methods5 different methods
–– Service comprehensively definedService comprehensively definedp yp y



Stormwater Utility Draft BillStormwater Utility Draft Billyy
VoluntaryVoluntary

Users must be able to refuse or limit their Users must be able to refuse or limit their 
use of the commodity or service.use of the commodity or service.yy

D ft Bill i l dD ft Bill i l dDraft Bill includes:Draft Bill includes:
•• Initially, no one is in the systemInitially, no one is in the system
•• Credits Credits requiredrequired for reducing cost of for reducing cost of 

serviceserviceserviceservice



Stormwater UtilityStormwater Utilityyy
Draft Bill MechanicsDraft Bill Mechanics

•• StormwaterStormwater Management PlanManagement Plan
–– Services to be providedServices to be providedpp
–– Expenses of programExpenses of program

Properties to be includedProperties to be included–– Properties to be includedProperties to be included
•• OrdinanceOrdinance



Stormwater Utility StatusStormwater Utility Status
•• Bill introductionBill introduction

Stormwater Utility StatusStormwater Utility Status
•• Bill introductionBill introduction

–– SB 1249, April 18, 2008SB 1249, April 18, 2008
R f d t C ittR f d t C itt»» Referred to CommitteeReferred to Committee

»» Multiple workgroup sessionsMultiple workgroup sessions
SB 256 F b 18 2009SB 256 F b 18 2009–– SB 256, February 18, 2009SB 256, February 18, 2009

»» Referred to CommitteeReferred to Committee
M lti l k iM lti l k i»» Multiple workgroup sessions Multiple workgroup sessions 



Stormwater Utility StatusStormwater Utility Statusyy
20102010

•• Senator committed to introducing billSenator committed to introducing bill•• Senator committed to introducing billSenator committed to introducing bill
•• SEMCOG to assist in finalizing SEMCOG to assist in finalizing 

languagelanguage
•• Goal is to pass bill in 2010Goal is to pass bill in 2010pp



Questions?Questions?


