ALL AMERICA CITY CITY OF ANN ARBOR MICHIGAN

ANN ARBOR

Phone (313) - 994-2780

‘ l I ’ 100 North Fifth Avenue, P.O. Box 8647, Ann Arbor, Michigen 48107

Parks and Recreation Department

November 22, 1983

Nancy Davis, Supervisor
Ann Arbor Township
3792 Pontiac Trail
Ann Arbor, MI 48105

Dear Ms. Davis:

As requested by Leslie Morris, member of the Ann Arbor Park Advisory Commission,
I am forwarding several items for your attention and information. If, on any

of the items, you have qeustions or should desire further discussion, please do
not hesitate to contact me.

1.

The Michigan Rowing Association, at the Park Advisory Commission
September 20th meeting, proposed the idea of a boathouse located
on public parkland. The Park Advisory Commission asked the staff
of the Department of Parks and Recreation to study the idea and
report back with preliminary recommendations and observations. At
the November 15th meeting of P.A.C., the attached material (Attach-
ment B) was included in the packet material for Park Commission
members. This material is being forwarded for your information,
and, as you can see, is in a very preliminary stage. Currently,
the Michigan Rowing Association is being asked to prepare more
specific information pertaining to a building plan, site plan,
and operational plan for the boathouse if such a facility is to
be located at Barton Park. The proposed location at Barton Park
is in the ravine between the existing railroad tracks and dike.
The Rowing Association will report back to the Park Commission at
their December 20th meeting (3:00 p.m., second floor Fire Station
conference room) at which time the Park Commission will decide if
it desires any further consideration of the proposal. If the
Commission indicates an affirmative response, it is recognized
that a public hearing would be set for early January to receive
input and comments from all concerned individuals and/or groups.
We will notify Ann Arbor Township of the status of this proposal
after the December 20th meeting, but you would be most welcome to
attend the Park Commission meeting so as to learn of the plans as
proposed by the Michigan Rowinghé§§9&3ation.
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2. 1In an effort to eliminate any confusion, the plan which the Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation is following and committed to implement
regarding the Barton Park boat launch, is that plan adopted in June,
1981 by the Ann Arbor City Council. The pedestrian access, as
adopted by Ann Arbor City Council on May 3, 1982, exists as the offi-
cial, adopted plans for Barton Park. Any other proposed plans,
sketches, etc., have no standing and are not being considered. Im-
plicit in this, is the fact that no trailer storage is provided for
in the June 1981 plan, nor has the special access committee felt
that trailer storage should be accomodated in the initial plan. As
with all park development, the Park Advisory Commission and City
Council have the responsibility and authority to review and adopt
plans, which they have done with Barton Park. Any changes or modi-
fications to plans would require their explicit review and authori-
zation. Should such modifications be contemplated, or new "ideas"
introduced (such as the boathouse proposal), park users, neighborhood
groups and Ann Arbor Township would be explicitly notified so as to
participate in considering the new ideas or proposals.

It is hoped that this information will be helpful, and we will keep you advised re-
garding the boathouse proposal if it materializes and proceeds beyond the conceptual

stage.

Sincerely,

rd -
Vern J. Hartenburg (
Superintendent

Department of Parks and Recreation

VJH:dcs
cc: Godfrey Collins, City Administrator
Leslie Morris, member Ann Arbor Park Advisory Commission
attachments: June 1981 Barton Park Adopted Plan
May 3, 1982 Adopted Pedestrian Access, Barton Park
Michigan Rowing Association Site Analysis Material




ATTACHMENT B

N MICHIGAN ROWING ASSOCIATION
BOATHOUSE LOCATION ANALYSIS

TO: Park Advisory Commission
 FROM: Vern J. Hartenburg, Superintendent of Parks and Recreation

DATE: November 9, 1983

Attached is a summary analysis of seven (7) public and two (2) private alternative
locations considered for the proposed Michigan Rowing Association boathouse. The
Barton Park Site C (ravine area between the railroad tracks and pond dike) and
Gallup Park Site B (peninsula along pathway)seem best suited for further con-—
sideration.

‘At this point, we will ask the Michigan Rowing Association to complete a detailed
study of the Barton and Gallup locations, including the preparation of a site plan
for both, floor plan(s), building elevations/sections, landscape plans, water
access/dock plans, etc. It is anticipated this material would be presented to the
Park Advisory Commission at the December 20, 1983 meeting. If, at this time, Park
Advisory Commission believes either of these sites warrant further consideration,
it is recommended a public hearing be held in January, to receive comment and in-
put regarding the Michigan Rowing Association's proposal.

VJH:dcs
attachment
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MEMO

To: Vern J. Hartenburg November 9, 1983
Superintendent of Parks & Recreation

From: R. Bruce Laidlaw&z{j? 5557

City Attorney

Subject: Land Transactions

This will respond to your memorandum of October 21, 1983.

You first asked whether the City could lease public parkland to

a private organization. Specifically, consideration is being
given to leasing land in either Gallup or Barton Park to the
Michigan Rowing Association. There is no restriction, either in
the City Charter or State law, which would prohibit such a lease.
The lease would have to be approved by City Council and, since it
involves an interest in land, the approval would have to be by at
least 8 affirmative votes.

You also asked whether the City could obtain an easement over land
outside the City limits. Specifically, consideration is being given
to an easement which would permit a trail between Dolph Park and
Saginaw Forest. Michigan home rule cities are authorized to own
land, including park land, outside their city limits. As an ease-
ment is an interest in land, it could be acquired like any other
land outside the City limits. Such an acquisition would also re-
quire City Council approval by 8 affirmative votes.

ECEIVED

MDY 091983
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RETTLLON REGARDING BART SN Pi== @ cess

WHEREAS, the City of Ann Arbor acquired land south of Barton Pond in
]963 from Detxo1t Edison for park and recreation purposes; and

P

WHEREAS, the c¢itizens of Ann Arbor in 1971 euthorized the <ole of general
obligation bonds for the purpose of provnuxng ‘LLQSS and i1t .d develonuent
of Barton Pond Park, as provided for in a Master Plan cdopted March &, 1977,
by the Ann Arbor City Council; and

HHEREAS, numerous boat Taunch plans to provide safe and adequate public
access to Barton Pond for fishing and recreation use of smaj) crafts (sailing,
canoeing, rowing, ctc.) were presented to City Council by ihe bepartment of
Parks and Recreation; and

WHEREAS, on March 23, 1981} Mayor Belcher estabiished o specia) conittee
to recaamend a plan in which access could b cprovided to Barton fond, Ltakina
into consideration the objections and concern- expresced with plians provioué]y

nrepared; and

WHEREAS, the special Barton Pond Access Committee has mel ond han fovmu-
Tated @ reconmendation.

HOH, EREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED thai a plan for previding peacstrien and
“earry-in! wdtor craft access by supported by the Ann Arbor City Council, ab a
location (vp:ox1mdtn1v 800 feet west of the cxisting Barton fond Dan. This

site and plan (on file in the City Clerk's Gftice) would include ihe tollowing:

a) parking Tot for 30 cars, with poscibli Tulure exumancion 1o L0 caype
to provida parking for Barton Pond Prrk;

b) landscaping of the site;
<) dovk end Mot ramp into Lhe waler; ond
d)  pedestrian-tyne grade crozsing of .u,.zoad trqr}._ba COLTOvE Lo

safety <poc1flcat1ons as way be reauired by ( onbai) (i.e., sional-
izatfon, fencing, construction deiails. ctc. T

I
?.

FURTHER, BL 1/ RESOLVED that the developrent and operaticnal plon for
the projoct nﬂff"O the following itens:

a) installation of a gate so that access to the parcing lot muy e
closed between 10:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. s

b) efforts, on boha]f of the City of Ann Arbor and /i Arbor Township,
to achieve an "electric motor only"™ designation fTor a)l bond users;
and

c) the City Council recognizes the nece 551ty for quality maintenance of
the park site and supports the necessary scheduling of perconnel/
financial resowrces of the | Jepartient of Parks and Jecrealion to
accomplish such maintenance.

FURTHER, BE IT RESOLVED that:

jol]
p——g

the boat Taunch shall be cperated by concession on a year to year

i
basis;

b) the concession shall be responsibic fur Lhe launching of boats, by
the use of small motorized vehicles, ¢i people who do not wich to
launch fh:’.r nwn hnate-
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RESOLUTION RECARDING

BARTON PARK

WHEREAS, it Is recognized that the Ann Arbor Uity Louncil, on June 1, 1982,
adopted a plan to provide boat dccess to Barton Pond; and

WHEREAS, it is recognized, however, :

s hancla] I6SoUTCes do hot
qwg;grg}t‘"to*{?pl ementthat 5

9op L BB SEEETs pigns and T
. plgn; and

WHEREAS, the City Councyl @;s":gé%@ga?{‘desire‘to"'t)eggjm’;ig’{g;ﬂ;;%;ﬁg;ove@gﬁ;cs

to Barton Park;and tap}ovid§,ﬁhéwéwﬁffpj@;&n‘waggklggd!_pgdestff@ fj
o e

dCCeSs" Lo Barton PEHy T amg
L — B

WHEREAS, the Park Advisory Commission, bynﬂcquegg‘gﬁ QQEQWQQHQQiJQYQQ Lo
vIewed al ternatives to pioviding S TGS T PedEstrran Hike s 1o
Barton Pond, and an Apt?fl’a,lﬁagz endorsed the attached plan:

NOW THEREFORE BF IT RESOLVED that the Ann Arbor City Council:

I

e,

a) atcepts ChehEBHEEp£UEIM515thés'éttachédfj?br pedestrian access
“to Barton Pond. (This design was ulse ié%?udbd’ln the March 4,
197 50 Eod Haster Plan for Barton Park); and

b) directs the Oepartment of Parks and Recreatjon to Aroceed in the
pAreparation of bjid documents for implcmentacjon aof the plan, with
top priority to areas a, b and c; andg

c) recognizes this Barton Park project is the last development projece
to be initiated from the 1971 Park Bong issue, and that the avajé::i::::
aldle unsppropriated cash balance (approximachg $29,000) be tonth- .
tively “carmarked” far Barton Park Impraovements, making the total
financial allocation of approximately £89, 000 (860,000 remaining

from appropriated Barton Park funds and $29,000 of unappropriated
1971 Park Band money),

attachments

Ann Arbor City Council May 3, 1982
(Parks & Recreation)
VJA: dcs
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BARTON POND AccEss
vwm:?:ZDDJ\ PLAN

B cosT ESTIMATE By SECTION:

m- CANOE P>20~20\v034>0m\rbc202 —_— nu@.u._a.oo
APRIL, 1982

7

: C. raTHwAY TO RiveRs epge o Ao REVVED AT THE figy AOVRY sttt \..wf\
. . . S BOGE o $10,800.0 MEEMG GF AoXI 26, 193z,

\1\..4\\
g Gu QO>$U¢<DPX\DOOmmm\mIODM FISHING _. $36,180.00
N

Q- PARKING AREea ~2330<m§m24m -————3%36,810.00




