This homeowner is using plants to stabilize slopes and
reduce runoff. Once mature, this plant buffer will offer
a permanent, aesthetically pleasing solution to shoreline
maintenance.

Consider these materials costs when deciding if a plant
buffer is the right solution for your property:

* preserving an existing plant buffer $0
» installing a plant buffer $10 per linear foot

* installing “riprap” (see below) $30 — $45 per
linear foot

* installing a sea wall $65 — $100 per linear foot

In all cases: permits, grading, labor and maintenance extra.

Heavily engineered solutions—such as sea walls and
“riprap” (concrete blocks or large rocks placed along the
water’s edge)—are desperately employed in an attempt
to protect shorelines. In areas where the site conditions
can accommodate plant buffers, they are a better
solution because they cost less and are more sustainable.

Heat and dirt are water
pollutants. That’s a
surprising concept, until
you understand how heat
and dirt impact streams,
lakes and rivers. In the
summer, HEAT is drawn off
pavement during heavy rains.

When you see the pavement steaming, it means the
rainwater just carried the bulk of the heat into the
closest waterway, rapidly raising water temperatures—
often to the point where bugs and fish can no longer
survive. During heavy rains, DIRT from eroded banks
and construction zones washes into the creeks, lakes
and rivers. The dirt settles to the bottom, clogging
aquatic habitats and contributing to lake in-fill. A plant
buffer filters the water, cooling the temperatures and
trapping dirt.

Parking lots near waterways should incorporate dense
plant buffers to protect creeks, lakes and rivers from the
toxic pollutants from automobiles that have accumulated
on paved surfaces.
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Trees, shrubs and grasses
installed in bands parallel to

the water’s edge will increase the
attractiveness and value of shoreline
property. Small areas of lawn upland of
the buffer provide places for recreation
with minimal maintenance.

Tired of tip-toeing
through the goose

poop! Consider this:

our cultural preference
for large, open lawns
suits geese very well. Geese like to eat grasses, but
these heavy birds are awkward and vulnerable on land.
Instinctively, geese prefer feeding in open areas because
they can see predators approaching.
If geese are forced to travel through
thick vegetation to get to a lawn,
they will seek an alternative site with
easier access.
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buff (bif) -er
I. adi. having a physique enhanced by bodybuilding exercises

i
:
2. (buf’sr) noun any of various devices or pieces of material for |
reducing shock or damage due to contact E
1
i

3. (buf'sr) noun something that serves as a protective barrier

Shorelines need MuUscle

to keep our water clean.
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Charter Township of Green Oak: 810-231-1333
Charter Township of Ypsilanti: 734-485-3943
Putnam Township: 734-878-3131
Scio Township: 734-665-2123
- Developed by the Huron River Watershed Council.
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