


Top Rated Outdoor Fun

Summer adventures in the watershed

Outdoor enthusiasts and HRWC teamed
up and made a splash on the river this past
summer starting with the first professional
canoe races on the Huron at Gallup Park.
Over sixty paddlers entered the races and
came from all over Michigan, Indiana and
Ohio to participate. If you missed it, don't
worry, Michigan Professional Canoe
Association and HRWC are teaming up
again next year for the second annual

Huron River Canoe Challenge. Huron River Canoe Challenge at
Gallup Park — may the best racer win!
Liz Elling and Laura Rubin were joined by photos: M. Akemann

over twenty five swimmers for a one-mile
swim of Baseline Lake. Starting at the U
of M Sailing Club, the swimmers, guided
by paddlers, crossed the lake and back —
some for their first-ever river swim. (Yes,
it was a “river swim” indeed, because the
Huron River runs through Baseline Lake.)

The Huron History Mystery Tour, our
first-ever geocache adventure, continues
through September 15, and can be found
at www.huronhistorymysterytour.com.
Show the kids in your life how rewarding
it can be to spend time in the outdoors by
geocaching.

Finally, the Annual Ann Arbor Ultimate
Frisbee Charity Tournament brought over
500 athletes together for a day of com-
petitive frisbee, with all proceeds going to
HRWC.

HRW(C believes that stewardship includes
getting people outside and having fun in
shared natural spaces like the Huron River
Watershed, so see you next summer for
more adventures!

— Margaret Smith

Liz Elling, Laura Rubin and friends gather for a
one-mile swim of Baseline Lake.  photos: HRwc
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New Stormwater Permits Issued Amid Controversy
Changes to MDEQ permits worth noting

The MDEQ issued new permits in May

for controlling stormwater runoff pol-
lution discharging into Michigan water-
ways. These new permits revise previous
ones that expired in April that target
public jurisdictions in the State’s urban
areas. The new permits are more prescrip-
tive than the previous versions, as they
require specific documentation of dis-
charge points, monitoring, and stormwater
management policies.

On the surface, these changes appear to
encourage better management of storm-
water, but for some communities, they

of the watershed-based permit that
included more flexibility. Still, Wayne and
Oakland county departments were not
satisfied and are contesting the permit,
along with many permitted communi-
ties within those counties. So far, MDEQ
has indicated that they intend to move
forward with the new permit and com-
munities must apply for coverage or risk
violations. As of this printing, the outcome
of the contest to the new permit was
pending.

Rather than fight the new permit, Janis Bo-
brin, the Washtenaw County Drain Com-

voluntary Rouge River Watershed permit.
Moving primarily to the Huron River Wa-
tershed would bring stormwater planning
in Washtenaw in line with separate efforts
to reduce nutrients in the Middle Huron
Watershed to address impairment of Ford
and Belleville Lakes. That could create cost
savings and stronger cooperation in the
Middle Huron, among other benefits.

The outcome of these developments will
impact the direction of stormwater man-
agement in the watershed over the next
five years. It bears watching.

come at great cost and effort. Many com-  missioner, is instead taking the opportu- — Ric Lawson
munities also believe that local manage- nity to lead a watershed permit group for
ment discretion was eliminated. A group the Huron River in her county. Washtenaw
of southeast Michigan communities and was previously covered under the original
other permitted entities led by SEMCOG
worked with MDEQ to negotiate a redraft
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Laura’s “Stream” of Consciousness

An update on HRWC projects and activities

What makes the Huron unique? | bet you
know many things that make the Huron
special, but didn’t realize that we have the
densest population of snuffbox mussels in
the nation. The snuffbox is a medium-sized
(up to 2 inches) mussel that is triangular in
shape. Its shell is thick and yellowish on
the outside with numerous, broken, dark
green rays.

The snuffbox mussel has been listed by the
State of Michigan as endangered. But as
Renee Sherman tells us, the population of
snuffbox mussels in Davis Creek at Silver
Lake Road is famous.

“I returned from the Freshwater Mollusk
Conservation Society meeting in Little
Rock, Arkansas, [where] Dave Zanatta, a
graduate student at the Royal Museum
of Ontario in Toronto, [reported on] a
genetic study on the snuffbox mussel.
He collected at several spots around the

country and the information he provided
to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for
their review of the snuffbox showed that
the population in Davis Creek at Silver
Lake Road is the most dense in the na-
tion!”

The snuffbox lives in sand, gravel, or cob-
ble substrates in swift small and medium-
sized rivers. Individuals are often buried
deep in the sediment.

The snuffbox requires clean, swift currents.
It is relatively immobile as an adult and is
therefore sensitive to river impoundments,
siltation and disturbance. As a result they
are rare in the Huron and declining na-
tionwide. In order to maintain the current
population, we need to reduce sediment
load and run-off, with vegetated riparian
buffers being key. And as with all mus-
sels, protection of their hosts’ habitat is
also crucial. Because the life cycle of the

Snuffbox mussels photo: MNFI, D. Stagliano

snuffbox is inherently linked with that of
the logperch (a fish) in Michigan, conserva-
tion and management of this fish species is
needed to ensure the snuffbox’s continued
existence. — Laura Rubin
For more information visit the Michi-

gan Natural Features Inventory website:
http.//web4.msue.edu/mnfi/explorer/
species.cfm?id=12365

Know Your Board Representative

Steven Wright, City of Chelsea

Chelsea’s representative to the Huron River
Watershed Council Board is Steven Wright.
He has lived in Chelsea since 1977 and was
its former representative to the board
until he was replaced while on sabbatical
in 1992. He was recently reappointed to
the HRWC Board.

Steve’s Bachelors degree in agricultural
engineering and his Masters degree in
hydraulic engineering are both from Wash-
ington State University. His PhD. in civil en-
gineering is from Caltech. He is a professor
in the Civil and Engineering Department

at the University of Michigan where he
has taught a wide variety of courses in the
general areas of hydraulics, hydrology and
water resources. His research covers much
the same areas. He was recently involved
in the development of a new dual Masters
degree program with Engineering and the
School of Natural Resources which will
combine the engineering water resources
with the aquatic sciences programs.

Steve grew up on a small farm in Eastern
Washington where his interest in water
issues began. The family’s shallow well was
a worry because they were never certain

Steven teaching at U of M. photo: s. Wright

that there would be enough water for
family use. After he moved to Chelsea,
two former executive directors of HRWC,
Owen Jannsen and Roger Copp, were
instrumental in directing his attention to
the Huron River Watershed and its issues.
In the early 1980s, Steve volunteered as a
county representative and was a member
of the Executive Committee.

He has served locally on the Ann Arbor
Sanitary Sewer Backup Prevention Com-
mittee which recommended the footing

drain disconnect program. He is the
chair of the Chelsea Water Study
Committee, which deals with issues
associated with water, wastewater
and stormwater systems in the city.
He is currently a Fulbright Scholar in
Chile where he is involved in teach-
ing parallel interdisciplinary courses
at the Universities of Michigan and
Concepcion, relating to issues sur-
rounding the proposed hydropower
development in Patagonia.

His wife, Dayle, is a dietician at Foote
Hospital in Jackson. One of his sons,
Glenn, is a statistician for the State
of California. Another son, Dan, is in
the Peace Corps in Bolivia, developing ru-
ral water supplies. Steve enjoys canoeing,
fly fishing for smallmouth bass, backpack-
ing, gardening, and making his own “home
brew.”

If you have questions, suggestions, or com-
ments about the river or watershed issues,
call Steve at (734) 475-1563 or the HRWC
office at (734) 769-5123.

— Eunice Burns
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CDM Michigan, Inc.
HRWC business partner highlight

Founded in 1947 with a focus on environ-
mental services, CDM is a leading global
consulting, engineering, construction, and
operations firm. Areas of focus and servic-
es include water, environment, transporta-
tion, facilities and processes, and interna-
tional development. Current CDM projects
underway in the watershed include:

MALLETTS CREEK MARY BETH DOYLE
PARK REGIONAL DETENTION BASIN
DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION

The Washtenaw County Drain Commis-
sioner, in conjunction with the City of Ann
Arbor, initiated a project that redesigned
the stormwater control pond at Mary Beth
Doyle Park (formerly Brown Park) to im-
prove water quality in Malletts Creek. This
project integrates site design for the Mary
Beth Doyle Park storm water control pond
that improves water quality and habitat,
protects Malletts Creek, enhances aesthet-
ics, recreation and education opportuni-
ties, and maximizes the use of sustainable
processes.

Following
completion of the
design, CDM was
selected to provide
construction
services, post-
construction
sampling, and
wetland mitigation
monitoring.

The retrofit
construction

work includes
dredging and
disposal of 25,000
cubic yards of
sediment, as well as construction of

an earthen embankment, extended
detention wetland, forebay, mitigation
wetland and park enhancements. The park
enhancements include a new pedestrian
path and pedestrian bridge, improved
habitat via native landscaping (including
the addition of numerous trees), parking
lot expansion and improvements, and

photo: CDM

2008
Conference

8:30 — 4:00 pm

at www.hrwc.org

Q

State of the Huron

Wednesday, September 24

Woashtenaw Community College, Ann Arbor

Keynote speaker: Herbert Dreiseitl,
internationally renowned Artist, Landscape
Architect, and Founder of Atelier Dreiseitl

Register today on-line

Protecting the river since 1965

Huron
River
Watershed

Council

bl

S

Mary Beth Doyle Park Regional Detention Basin Design and Construction

relocating selected holes and tees on an
existing disc golf course.

This project is the first non-point source
project in Michigan to be financed with
State Revolving Fund loans.

STORM WATER GIS DATA COLLECTION
AND HYDRAULIC MODEL DEVELOP-
MENT

CDM is developing a citywide geographic
information system (GIS) and model of
the City of Ann Arbor stormwater sewer
system. The GIS and model will be used
for operations and maintenance and to
identify water quantity and quality issues
in the stormwater system.

CDM is gathering information on each
sewer pipe so that they can be included
in the citywide model. The information
collected is being used to develop GIS
coverages to allow this information to be
available for other applications.

To support the use of this citywide
model to evaluate the stormwater
system conditions reliably, flow, level,
and rainfall data is being collected and
used to calibrate and verify the model
configuration and representation of the
system.

To learn more about CDM, and to

access their online Knowledge Center of
articles, case studies and podcasts, go to
www.cdm.com.

— Margaret Smith
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HRWC Wish List

Your junk might be our treasure!

Thursday, September 18 from 6 to 9 pm

Looking to clear out some old equipment? Consider making a donation
to HRWC. Call 734-769-5123, extensions listed with each item.
Thank youl!

ARTIST PORTFOLIO/CARRYING CASE

For transporting 24 x 36 inch program display posters to events.
Pam — x17 or plabadie@hrwc.org

PORTABLE GPS UNITS

For use in our Bioreserve Project’s field assessments. We want to keep
track of the routes we take on our field assessments and enter them into
our GIS computer map. Kris — x16 or kolsson@hrwc.org

DIGITAL SCALE OR BALANCE

For weighing small sediment samples - sensitive to 0.1 mg for weighing
suspended sediment samples. Paul — x14 or psteen@hrwc.org

SQUIRT BOTTLES

For our RoundUps/Stonefly Searches. The bike-bottle style with the
push-pull cap for drinking and a screw-on top.

Paul — x14 or psteen@hrwc.org For tickets call 734-769-5123 ext 19.

PLASTIC STORAGE TUBS

All sizes, with snug-fitting lids, for storing Adopt-A-Stream monitoring
equipment. Paul — x14 or psteen@hrwc.org

YOU Make The Difference

Every individual has a role to play.
Every individual makes a difference.

Our most valuable world resource in the 21st century
is not oil, not natural gas, not even some type of
renewable energy. It is water—clean, safe, fresh water.

Your membership supports HRWC programs. Send us
this membership form with your check made out to
“HRWC” or join on-line at www.hrwc.org and click
on Join Now! Your contribution is tax-deductible.

thank you!

MEMBER LEVELS

Name [] $30 Mayfly
[ 1 $50 Crayfish

Address [ 1$100 Dragonfly
City State Zip [ ] $250 Soft Shell Turtle
[ ] $500 Salamander
Email [] $1,000 Smallmouth Bass
[1$2,500 Great Blue Heron
Phone [] $5,000 Mink
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Thanks to Our Supporters!

Protecting the Huron is a big job and we would be lost without the donations of time, talents,
and resources from our dedicated volunteers and supporters. We extend Special Thanks to:

Mott Foundation for providing two
scholarships to the 2008 River Rally for
HRWC staff members.

Pauline Loewenhardt for thoroughly
researching funding sources for the
Millers Creek Film Festival.

Nancy Stokes for representing HRWC
so thoughtfully in our advisory role
with the Southeastern Michigan Coali-
tion for Place-Based Education.

Dave Brooks for handling our equip-
ment storage shed, multiple printing
needs, and rain barrel repairs.

Marilyn and Edward Couture, Paul
Cousins, Kendra Kyle and Courtney
Kiley for distributing Millers Creek Film
Festival fliers.

Richard Pierce for stopping illegal
dumping at a storm drain and engaging
his Forsythe Middle School students in
environmental activism.

Michigan Professional Canoe Rac-
ing Association, Dave Hallman,

City of Ann Arbor, Huron Clinton
Metroparks, Moosejaw and Sun &
Snow Sports, for their assistance with
the 2008 Huron River Canoe
Challenge.

Michigan Geocaching Organization,
Bob Hospadaruk, Tom Chettle-
burgh, Gary and Donna Snyder, City
of Ann Arbor and Huron Clinton
Metroparks for their assistance with
HRWC's geocache adventure, the
Huron History Mystery Tour.

Neal Foster for publicizing our Rain
Garden Tour so successfully.

Liz Elling, UM Sailing Club, Carey
Jones, Melinda Colquitt, Sue VanAp-
pleDorn, Donna Snyder, Elsie Orb,
REl, Dexter Bakery, and all the swim-
mers and paddlers who participated in
our first annual River Swim of Baseline
Lake.

The 25 people who performed
Bioreserve field assessments through
woods, swamps, and fields, and the
property owners who permitted the
field assessments.

Jacqueline Courteau and Lara
Treemore-Spears for their leadership
at the Bioreserve Field Assessment
Training.

Johnathan Kittel, Debi Weiker, and
Karim Motawi for their help at Huron
River Day.




